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The Importance of  Writing

ELPA21 Achievement Level Descriptors
(ALDs)

● Reflect what students can do
ELPA21 Proficiency Level Descriptors
(PLDs)

● Give goals of  what students should do
at the end of  each level

ELPA21 Constructed Response Rubrics
EL Toolkit (Sign up) *link to activity: https://tinyurl.com/elpa21-toolkit-usingaldsplds
ELP Standards - Language Production #2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

Steps in the Process of  Instruction
● High Expectations for All (Know ALDs and PLDs)
● Engage Students -  with interesting tasks
● Observe -  what students can do
● Scaffold/Support -  with word banks, linguistic frames
● Reflect and Adapt - monitor progress and plan accordingly

https://www.education.ne.gov/natlorigin/elpa21-assessment/#1526045913253-67d73fe9-787b
https://www.education.ne.gov/natlorigin/elpa21-assessment/#1526045913253-67d73fe9-787b
https://ucla.app.box.com/s/fsexltlopkvadbkyilg1gm06yqgk6ki2
https://ucla.app.box.com/s/fsexltlopkvadbkyilg1gm06yqgk6ki2
https://www.education.ne.gov/natlorigin/elpa21-assessment/#1526044989443-4182976b-1daf
https://share.hsforms.com/1-0X-p1EmRMaul_xJFaRgpQbwxvd
https://tinyurl.com/elpa21-toolkit-usingaldsplds
https://www.education.ne.gov/natlorigin/ell-resources/


Spotlight:

Grand Island Public Schools: Biana Ayala, an EL teacher at Barr
Middle School, uses creative lessons to help her students learn

English. She creates simulations such as the
Olympics to engage her students. They are
learning English through purposeful, explicit, and
intentional instruction (PIE). See the NTV news
article and video clip.

**As of  February 28th, we have 74% of  all English learners who have
completed the ELPA21 Summative. Test closes March 18th!

Project ASSETS: We are excited to partner with ELPA21 and CRESST at UCLA to offer Nebraska
School Districts and Family Care Centers an opportunity to build the capacity of  content area
teachers to infuse evidence-based EL best practices throughout content area coursework, and to
build the capacity of  parents/caregivers to increase language and literacy achievement of  their EL
children. Please complete the survey if  interested.

ELPA21 Workshops: Nebraska Educators can participate in highly interactive, virtual professional
learning but space is limited. To register, please see these flyers: April 13 (Formative Assessment),
April 19 (DI#2), April 21 (Standards)

Understanding the Influence of  Linguistic Variation on Reading: Implications for Teaching:FREE
Professional Learning Opportunity by AIM Institute, March 14, 2022 8:30-3:30 ET

Additional Resources
● ESL Writing Activities
● ELPA Enrichment Activities
● What Works Clearinghouse, Four Recommendations for Instructional Practices for English Learners
● Scholastic Teaching English Learners: Strategies that Work and Strategies for Teaching English Language Learners
● TransACT ParentNotices SIS Integration

Questions: Please contact us with any questions or concerns regarding your EL students or program.

Allyson Olson DenBeste - Title III Director, ELPA 21 Coordinator
allyson.olson@nebraska.gov 402 405-5212

Anne Hubbell - English Learner Specialist
anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov 402 405-7017

https://nebraska.tv/news/gips-el-teacher-creates-monthly-activities-for-students-who-see-english-as-a-challenge
https://nebraska.tv/news/gips-el-teacher-creates-monthly-activities-for-students-who-see-english-as-a-challenge
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ulN9_A1mqqBnM8TdO2EZKQbfJoDoC9qM/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5mVJvUYvX0_O_572Mo6vpiaUrqXoSVZJmyLNWeWzXcGw6yQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QJ9Cl8KvyZTcET7dkrF7MmFhPIktgLOL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11ftYOFGZNdZnzn9bN9Ds09aMZJ7AnSEX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TxKnfr88j3B5QzS7wGobrbXDy2Np146a/view?usp=sharing
https://institute.aimpa.org/programs-research/research-to-practice-symposium/symposium2022
https://www.eslactivity.org/esl-writing/
https://www.elpa21.org/resources/recaAwAcThZVs6dew/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/19
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/teaching-english-language-learners-strategies-work/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/strategies-teaching-english-language-learners/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10NmEMPEYo4tgaKLdXLjMeUhc0STi41Cx/view?usp=sharing
mailto:allyson.olson@nebraska.gov
mailto:anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov

